
A ‘King' Controversy 

Protesting a Film’s Image of the Slain Leader 

IT j H j A J i* ■ - Besides tiie children of King partici 

By Jacqueline Trescott pating. in the filmmaking, Cor'ett 



ATLANTA— The office of the 
Southern 'Christian Leadership Con- 



Besides the children of King partici- i 
pating in the filmmaking, Coretta j 
Scott King, the widow of the preemi- 
nent civil rights leader, consulted j 



the historic heart of the black commu- 
nity here, bustled like old times yes- 
terday. 



Auburn Avenue, with the filmmakers. 



The actors in the film, which will be 
shown in two three-hour segments, 
are'Paul Winfield as King, Cicely Ty- 



Television vans lined up outside son as Coretta King and Ossie Davis I 
and, inside, the Rev. Ralph David as Rev. Martin Luther Kmg Sr. _ j 

Abernathy, a veteran of many civil /. Coretta King had little to say about 

rights fights during the ’60s, faced the the burgeoning protest. A few blocks 

microphones and poised pencils. away from SCLC headquarters, she 

Abernathy was announcing a pro- spent a' portion of yesterday morning 

test. But this one, though it had the- with Tanzanian President Julius Nyer- 



fiery rhetoric of the past, was some- 
what ironic. The SCLC announced a 
“national protest” against a film 



ere at her husband’s gravesite and 
memorial. Asked about the charges of 
distortion, she declined to comment 



about the Rev. Martin Luther King, but released a statement saying it 



n who founded the'SCLC. 



premature to judge the film, : 



“This is the most serious distortion its editing process. 



to date” of the life of Dr. King, the 
group claimed. 



“ ‘King’ is a drama and not a docu- 
mentary, . therefore, it should be 



“King,” the title of the six-hour filnv judged as such. No one could be more 

;heduled to be shown on NBC in concerned than. I about how my hus- 

)78, is now being completed in Holly- band’s image is being projected, or 
rood. It was filmed mainly in Macon, the authenticity of the film in gen- 
Georgia community 100 miles from eral,” the statement read. The offi- 
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Paul Winfield portrays 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
and Cicely Tyson plays 
his ivife, Coretta, in “ King 
a six-hour film for television 
that has sparked a “national 
protest ” by the Southern 
Christian Leadership 
Conference. 







